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By Capt. Crist Fellman-Group 8-Director of Safety
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Projects Due 9 April- All Squadron SE’s need to advise me if you have any Mission Safety Officers or FAA Safety Councilors in your squadron.  Also, All PILOTS, I need to know if you have received any of the FAA Wings phases.  I need to know your Name, rank, squadron and what phase you have completed.

DON’T FORGET- Enter the Florida Wing Safety Poster Contest.  Entries due 30 April to the Wing Safety Officer.  Chance to win $100.  Entries will be judged at the Florida Wing Conference.

Hurricane Safety

It’s that time again, Hurricane season will soon be upon us.  April is the month for us to begin preparing our own homes and families for the possible emergency.  Also during the month, as Safety Officers and Commanders, we need to start preparing to advise our squadron members during our safety briefings over the next couple months.

As I have advised in the past, we must take a position to not leave our own behind. The squadron plans should require a review of the membership to make sure that everyone has a personal plan in place in the event of an evacuation.  Many of our elderly senior members may not drive after dark, or require special medical attention.  Squadron Commanders should be making sure that these individuals all have a plan to get out to a place of safety.

In Pinellas County, the fire departments have a program that is known as the Special Needs Program.  For those people who don’t drive or need special medical attention or are wheelchair bound, you can call and get them placed on a list for pickup in the event of an emergency evacuation.

Many people like to go on the belief that it will never happen to me.  As a Commander or Safety Officer, you may need to “gently persuade” these individuals to get their planning into gear.  You may even take the initiative to contact family members like adult children of the Senior Member (through the use of your Chaplains) and advise them of the need to have a plan in place instead of waiting until the last minute.

Now is the time to make sure that your squadron leadership has a plan in place to protect CAP assets such as vans, planes, radio equipment and computers.  Someone needs to be responsible to assure that these assets are removed from squadron buildings and moved to positions of safety.  At a minimum, your current years files should be removed to a secure area as well.

Lastly, pets can become quite an issue for some people.  My dog has only been with me for a year and a half, but in that short time, she has become as dear to me as one of my kids.  However, shelters don’t allow pets.  Therefore, arrangements need to be made in advance for what to do with your pet in the event of an evacuation.

The SPCA and some grooming and or veterinary facilities can provide you with a list of pet friendly shelters.  These usually consist of hotels in the safe zones that will allow you to have a pet in your room.

The hardest thing to say though is that if it comes down to the safety of my human family vs the safety of a pet, my family is going to win out.  Nobody should ever stay in harms way because they can’t find anything to do with their pet.  (Animal Rights Activists…please do not bombard me with e-mails on this issue.  A pet never comes before your spouse or children…EVER!!)

I could sit here and go through all of the hurricane safety information, but this newsletter would be 40 pages long just on this subject.  You can pick up literature on hurricane safety at virtually any grocery or home improvement store.  Your County Emergency Management agency or FEMA also has vast amounts of information as well as the internet.

The most important thing is to start getting prepared now.  Dr Gray has predicted an even busier year this year than last.  Now is the time to get your plywood and get your hurricane shutters ready.  Every time you go to the store, pick up a few items of non-perishable foods or a couple gallons of sealed water.  Start storing away extra batteries and have a couple flashlights and a reliable portable radio available.  By purchasing these items a few at a time, you are not impacted at the last moment with higher costs and standing in long lines.

Group 8 has been blessed over the past three hurricane seasons.  Let us all pray that we continue this luck, and let us pray for our fellow CAP members that they will have a safe hurricane season as well.

Do’s and Don’ts at the Pump

Many people take pumping gas for granted and don’t even think of the many safety issues involved in safely fueling a vehicle.  The following are standard precautions to take while refueling:

· No Smoking

· Turn off Engine

· Turn off Cell Phones and other electronic devices

· Discharge static before fueling

· Place portable fuel containers on the ground before fueling

· Never allow children to use the pump

While some of these safety precautions are obvious, others are new and not so obvious.  For example, how many times do you see people fueling their vehicle and their cell phone rings.  It is believed that this action as well as opening of a flip phone with the right conditions can produce enough of a static charge to ignite fuel vapors.  No documented cases have been reported, but many of the cell phone manufacturers are advising their customers to turn off their cell phones when pumping gas.

Discharging your static buildup…Especially on cool dry days, the static in your body can build up to the point that the small jolt you feel when you touch the gas pump can actually ignite the fuel vapors.  Most of the time when you get out of the car the act of closing the door will discharge your static buildup.  However, many people get back in their car either to retrieve something, or check on kids or cargo, or applying makeup etc.  IF you do this, it is recommended that you touch the metal part of the car somewhere away from the fueling area to discharge any static buildup in your body.

Placing portable fuel containers on the ground is another example of safety precautions due to static buildup.  If the container is not touching the ground, it does not have a chance to properly dissipate the static buildup.  If not done correctly once the static does discharge, fuel spilled on the outside of the container or the vapors may ignite.

In the State of Florida, the Dept. of Agriculture has a ruling that states that the “Deadman Switches” otherwise known to us as the hold open latches on fuel pumping handles is illegal.  The public gas stations in the state are not allowed to have these devices on the fuel pumps.  The idea behind this is to keep the driver at the pump in the event of an emergency and to also keep the driver from getting back in the vehicle and running the risk of the static discharge.  In the event of an emergency, the driver would let go of the handle and the flow of fuel would stop.

NEVER jam anything into the gas handle to keep the fuel flowing.  This could override the automatic shutoff capability of the nozzle.  Additionally, if a fire should occur while the nozzle is still in the gas tank, DO NOT remove the nozzle.  Back away immediately and notify the station attendant.

Following these simple rules should prevent typical fuel pumping emergencies.

Feb 2006

From: FLWG Operations and Air Safety

To: All FLWG pilots

Subject: ATC communications, runway incursions, arrivals and departures at KOPF

Pilots:


Several instances of CAP pilots’ failure to follow ATC instructions at airports throughout the wing have driven this combined Operations/Safety directive. In order to preserve the CAP’s image as having well-trained pilots, prevent any FAA violations, and maintain our wing’s safety record we highly recommend you implement the following procedures, starting with your unit’s next safety briefing and disseminating this as widely as possible.

Radio Communications, ATC, and Runway Incursions


Recent reports to Wing of pilot failure to follow ATC instructions indicate that radio procedures at towered airports need to be reviewed. Please see either the AOPA/ASF website (www.aopa.org) or download the attached pamphlet entitled Operations at towered airports as a refresher tool. The FAA has been emphatically addressing this and also has DVD’s available on communications and runway safety. It is a “best practice” to read back instructions. Contact an FAA Aviation Safety Counselor (ASC). They will be glad to come to your unit and do a safety presentation on the subject. See the FAA Orlando FSDO website for a list of ASC’s.

http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/orl/avsafety_program/asc/media/orlasc.doc


Pilots may take the “Runway Safety” course online at the AOPA website as well. http://flash.aopa.org/asf/runwaySafety/  This course also counts for the ground school seminar portion of the Wings program. 


These actions will better prepare pilots for flights into and out of high-density areas. For example, the airport we use for FLWG aircraft maintenance is located five miles from Miami International, a high–density area. With much CAP activity there it is imperative we address the situational awareness of pilots and adherence to ATC instructions.
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KOPF Arrival/departure recommendations

ALCA at Opa-Locka airport is the designated maintenance facility for us in the FLWG. Transport pilots ferrying our aircraft to the facility are encouraged to read the following regarding aircraft movement in and out of the area. Instances of CAP pilots not following ATC instructions require we pay attention to the following. 

Use or fly with a pilot who has been to OPF when possible.

CAP pilots are encouraged to review towered airport radio procedures with emphasis on high-density operations.

Have an NOS taxi chart, Airport Facility Directory (AFD) or download the attached taxi diagram. Courtesy of AOPA. 

ALCA is “off the beaten path” and can be difficult to see. It is south and east of the Coast Guard building. Ask for progressive if unsure but have the taxi diagram. There are parallel taxiways as well and it can be confusing. Stop if unsure where to go.

See a satellite view of the location at www.maps.google.com. Type in ALCA Avionics but know that the maintenance shop is not in that building, it is in one of the big east-west hangars just south of where the satellite photo shows the avionics shop.

For the Operations and Safety Directorates,

“Signed”

Capt. Lee Wedlake

Ass’t Wing Safety Officer – Air Operations

Approved:

LTC Luis Garcia – FLWG DO

Major Ray Harvey – FLWG DOV

Capt. Bill Woody – FLWG SE

